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needed to raise them to the level of motives of reason is an
insight into their deeper nature.

Now we have already seen that all the impulses of percep-
tion are based on the reciprocal relation of self-feeling and
sympathetic feeling, the latter being regarded not as trans-
ferred, but as extended self-feeling. That is to say, it is the
feeling of the immediate unity between individual wills and a
social will extending beyond all definite limits, in a spatial
infinity that comprehends all beings of a like order of con-
sciousness, and a temporal infinity that includes all the future
conscious states of these beings. For every act, though it takes
place in the present, is directed towards the future, and hence
enters into the infinite causal series of future developments of
will. All motives of perception thus come under this twofold
infinity, however little the agent himself may be conscious of
the fact And just here a distinctive feature of feeling comes
into play. Feeling never exists without a representation.
But since it expresses rather the effect of the representation
on consciousness than its direct objective significance, certain
relations may have their influence on feeling that far trans-
cend the immediate content of the representation, and that
can be studied qply by a process of deliberation which
investigates the ultimate causality of motives. The man
who risks his life to save a strange child from the flames
may see at the moment of action nothing but the immediate
impression, absorbing his whole consciousness. The content
of this impression bears no relation whatever to the emotion
that urges him to action. This substitution of one's own
personality for that of a stranger is thinkable only as the
product of a feeling of the direct unity between oneself and
another, a feeling that at the critical moment forces one to
save that other's life as if it were one's own. But the thought
of the unity of two beings, almost wholly feeling at this
stage, is but a single random link in an infinite chain of